
more than 30 years and helped to enhance Mills’ international 
reputation in the arts.

Madeleine Milhaud was a formidable artist and intellectual. 
She participated in early 20th-century Parisian literary and 
artistic circles that included many of the most important musi-
cians, writers, and visual artists of that time. She wrote libretti for 
Milhaud’s operas Médée and Bolivar, performed speaking roles in 
works by Igor Stravinsky and Arthur Honegger, and was among 
the first actresses to perform on the radio. 

At Mills, Madeleine Milhaud taught at the Maison Française, 
gave classes on French diction, and produced plays by such 
writers as Molière and Jules Supervielle, sometimes with recent 
music written by Dave Brubeck or other composers. Students 
remember her brilliant classes on French literature, highlighted 
by her superb recitations of poetic masterpieces. 

Madeleine Milhaud was a small woman, yet her strength of 
character truly made her seem larger than life.  Her strong per-
sonality was tempered, however, by a compassionate humanism 
and wry sense of humor. She also was devoted to her husband 
and, even after his death in 1974, continued to promote his 
music.

Madeleine Milhaud, survived by her only child, the  
artist Daniel Milhaud, was buried alongside her husband in Aix-
en-Provence. It is difficult to imagine anyone having a richer, 
more fulfilling life.

—Remembered by David Bernstein,  
professor and head of the Music Department
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Internationally renowned actress, musician, and teacher 
Madeleine Milhaud, the wife of composer Darius Milhaud,  
died in Paris on January 17. Originally from Aix-en-Provence,  
a region long known for its Jewish community, the couple left 
their home in Paris in 1940, fearing persecution by the Nazis 
after the Germans invaded France. That same year they moved 
to Mills College and joined the faculty—an association that lasted 
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Her love of books sustained her for a lifetime, both in her 
profession and in her volunteer work. With music professor 
Margaret Lyon she co-authored The Flying Cloud and Her First 
Passengers, an account of Margaret Lyon’s grandfather’s voy-
age around Cape Horn. She volunteered as a cataloger at the 

Gleeson Library at the University 
of San Francisco, as well as at 
Berkeley’s Bancroft Library, where 
she was their unofficial curator of 
the Book ARTifacts collection.

Ms. Reynolds maintained close 
contact with the library staff and 
often frequented events. She 
leaves a generous bequest to the 
library that will establish a fund 
in her name for the purchase of 
books, manuscripts, and other 
materials which will benefit 
future generations of students.

—Remembered by Renee 
Jadushlever, vice president  
for operations

Flora Elizabeth Reynolds served with distinction as the library 
director of Mills College from 1955 until 1976. She graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa from UC Berkeley, having completed a master’s 
degree in Latin and her library degree. Hired at Mills as an 
associate professor, she loved the Bender Room and likened it  
to the Bodleian Library at 
Oxford. In addition to her 
responsibilities as library 
director, she taught courses 
in bibliography, history of the 
book, and children’s literature.

Her time at Mills was marked 
by many gifts to the library, 
including the papers of Lillie 
Hitchcock Coit’s family, the 
Parton Dance Collection, the 
Florence Walter Bindery, and 
books on the history of book-
binding. In 1968, Reynolds cou-
rageously accepted a computer 
for the library to provide a list 
of the subscribed periodicals. 
She acknowledged at that time 
that computers would be the 
wave of the future.
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MARY LANIGAR ’38 BLAZED A TRAIL TO CORPORATE SUCCESS FOR WOMEN

Lanigar as a strong and knowledgeable 
business leader who was willing to share 
her expertise. “Her leadership was soft-
woven but very apparent. She was down 
to earth but still a gracious lady,” King 
recalls. “When I was new to the Mills 
College Board of Trustees, I wanted to 
serve on a committee with her because I 
knew I could get up to speed faster with 
Mary than any other way.”

Lanigar grew up on a cattle ranch in 
the rural northern California town of 
Susanville during the Great Depression 
and learned about Mills when Aurelia 
Henry Reinhardt spoke at her high 
school. She received a scholarship and 
studied at Mills but completed her 
degree at Stanford University, where she 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa in 1938. 

Perhaps it was a combination of 
Lanigar’s own experience of the ben-
efit of education and her keen financial 
acumen that prompted her to invest 
in the future: In 1989, she endowed 
the Northern California Regional 
Scholarship to help other women from 
this part of the state—particularly those 
from rural areas—gain access to a Mills 
education. Thirty-nine women have thus 
far been awarded scholarships through 
this fund. 

Many more Mills women will join 
those 39: when she passed away in 
October 2007, Mary Lanigar left $4 mil-
lion to support the Northern California 
Regional Scholarship. “Mary Lanigar’s 
generous bequest will allow Mills to edu-
cate students from Northern California 
for years to come. We are delighted that 
she chose to remember the College and 
her home region in this way. Her gen-
erosity will, without a doubt, inspire 
more Mills women to become pioneers, 
like Miss Lanigar herself,” says President 
Janet L. Holmgren. 

Mary Lanigar considered her life 
“quiet,” but her pioneering presence from 
the offices of Lester Herrick & Herrick’s 
clients in the 1940s to the Wells Fargo 
boardroom in the 1990s spoke the truth 
of women’s potential as business leaders 
louder than words. 

Lanigar retired in 1976 and became 
the first woman director of Wells Fargo, 
where she was on the board for 20 years. 
She held several other prestigious direc-
torships and supported education and 
healthcare through her work on non-
profit boards, including serving as a 
Mills Trustee for 17 years. Lanigar also 
found satisfaction in providing assis-
tance on a personal level: when she 
moved from her longtime home in Palo 
Alto to a retirement community in Santa 
Rosa, she provided financial advice to 
other residents. 

Jane Cudlip King ’42 fondly remembers 

n 1942, Mary Lanigar joined the San 
Francisco accounting firm Lester 
Herrick & Herrick. Women CPAs 

were so rare at the time that, before 
Lanigar visited clients, a partner had to 
call ahead to make sure that sending a 

woman was not going to ruffle 
any feathers.

This was the era of Rosie 
the Riveter: during World 
War II, more American 
women than ever 
before had a chance 
to move into non-tra-

ditional jobs. However, 
when the war ended, the 

majority took a step down 
or left the job market entirely to make 
way for returning veterans. Through her 
intellect, competence, and determina-
tion, Lanigar not only maintained her 
position, but progressed up the corpo-
rate ladder. While employed full time, 
she bolstered her range of business skills 
by studying law in evening classes at 
Golden Gate University. She passed the 
bar exam in 1954. 

Lanigar had become a partner in Lester 
Herrick & Herrick by 1956, when her 
firm merged with Arthur Young & Co., 
now Ernst & Young. The following year, 
she was named a partner in the merged 
company. She is generally acknowledged 
to be the first woman partner ever in a 
“Big Eight” accounting firm. 

I



H O L I D A Y  M A R K E T S  A L O N G  T H E  D A N U B E

December 20-29, 2008
Arrive in Vienna, Austria’s romantic capital, to board your 
luxurious river vessel for this relaxing cruise down the Danube. 
Spend two nights in Vienna and visit the lavish Hofburg Palace, 
the impressive Vienna Opera House, the majestic Ringstrasse, 
and other lovely attractions. Enjoy guided sightseeing in Vienna, 
Regensburg, and Nuremberg. Soak up the atmosphere of the 
Adventszeit (Advent season) and spend time in the beautiful 
Christmas markets located throughout all three cities. In Melk, 
visit the magnificent Benedictine Abbey, one of Europe’s largest 
monasteries. An optional full-day excursion to Salzburg takes in 
the popular Sound of Music sights as well as more Christmas 
cheer – traditional carols, sparkling lights, and the smell of 
candles and gingerbread. Disembark in Nuremberg and drive to 
Prague for two nights in the magical Czech capital.

Priced from $1,699 land/cruise only

For more information, please contact: Alumnae Association of Mills College 510.430.2110 or email: aamc@mills.edu
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