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English Department News 

 

[ C o m p a n y   A d d r e s s ]  

Welcome to Fall 2008! (from the Chair) 
  
Greetings from the Third Floor! I have to say that while it is sort of peaceful here in the summer, 
not a bad thing, I really do prefer the energy of the start of the semesterÑ and it seems like we have 
great energy flowing this fall!   Our classes are fully enrolled, we have a great line up of returning 
and new faculty, and lots of great events upcoming. Everyone should try to get to some of the great 
readings in our CWS series this fall, and we have the very important feminist Romanticist, Anne K. 
 Mellor from UCLA coming to visit classes and give a public lecture on Monday November 10Ñ
mark your calendar now! (full details to come).  You might also want to go check out the 
wonderful new Book Art facilities in CPM.  The English department continues to grow; we have the 
second highest graduate enrollment in  our history, and we might have surpassed psychology as 
the biggest undergraduate major at Mills.  Take some time at the start of the semester to learn the 
names of people in or classesÑ letÕs make this year a year of community building in our collective 
drive toward the perfect poem, essay, short story or critical analysis. 
 
Happy Fall! 
 
Cynthia  



Calendar 
 
Graduate 
 
10/13. Workshop Pre-
Registration forms due. 
 
10/30. Last day to file 
petition for candidacy for 
master’s degrees to be 
confirmed for May 2009. 
 
Events 
 
10/7. Sarah Schulman 
reads at CWS, Mills Hall 
Living Room, 5:30-7. 
 
10/14. Combat Paper 
reads at CWS, Lisser Hall 
5:30-7. 
 
10/21. Works in Progress, 
Bender Room, 5:30-7. 
 
10.28 Mat Johnson reads 
at CWS, Mills Hall Living 
Room, 5:30-7. 

 The department would like to take a minute to welcome and 
in some cases welcome back our visiting faculty members:  
 
Andrew Altschul, Dodie Bellamy, Kate Brubeck, Rebekah 
Edwards, Marcia Ep pich-Harris, Jennifer Hoofard, Liza 
Kramer, Bula Maddison, Kim Magowan, Micheline 
Aharonian Marcom , Meredith May, Matthew Shenoda, 
Michelle Tea, Troung Tran, Gail Tsukiyama, & Kara 
Wittman.  

The department would also like to take a minute to 
welcome our new graduate students: 
 
Maria Acuna, Mark Boccard, Lily-Davis Chien, Maya 
Chinchilla, Eyad Darras, Meg Day, Tova Dean, Ishmael 
Elias, Noel Fagerhaugh, Korin Fauria, Kiala Givehand, 
Justin Goldman, Michelle Gomez, Garry Hee, Johnny 
Hernadez, Marjorie Jensen, Mathan Jones, Michael 
Kelley, Susan Kennedy, Jessica Langlois, Frances 
Laskey, Michael Lee, Vanessa Lewis, Kristen McCants, 
Christina McCleanhan, Linda McDonald, Shannon 
McKeehen, Katharine Muir, Edward Ntiri, Apollo 
Papafrangou, Monica Peck, David Pensky, Cynthia 
Popper, Michelle Puckett, Heather Rainey, Amol Ray, 
Emily Roehl, Justin Sauble, Nicole St. Lawrence, Lisen 
Stromberg, Naamen Tilahun, Joel Tomfohr, Constance 
Turpel, Mario Uriarte, Mica Valdez, Michelle Wallace, 
Anna Wilson, Tarrin Yeates Peterson & Michael Zhai   

*** 

Some Breaking Alum News 
 
Alum’s Novel Starts Bidding War 
!"#$%&'()*+,-"+%.--/)01%234536557  
“Late yesterday afternoon, Carole Baron at Knopf prevailed in a two‐day auction for a 
debut novel by Carolina De Robertis [MFA ‘07] titled 8,-%9:;*+*()-%<#':=>*:, topping 
final bids from Dial, Bloomsbury, Scribner and Grand Central; Victoria Sanders sold world 
English rights in a deal certain to arouse interest at BEA.”  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Elmaz  Abinader  had  a  small  piece  published  in 
the back of July’s ?##@%A#'+-/--B*:C.  
This summer Andrew Altschul was the Theodore 
Morrison  Fellow  in  Fiction  at  the  Bread  Loaf 
Writers Conference; he'll be participating in two 
events  at  this  year's  Litquake:  a  panel  of  first‐
time  authors  discussing  the  publishing  process, 
Monday,  October  6,  5:15pm,  at  SFSU’s 
downtown  campus,  835  Market  St.,  Room  607 
SF,  AND  a  night  of  Original  Short  Stories, 
Wednesday,  October  8,  at  Varnish  Fine  Art,  77 
Natoma St., SF, time TBA; and a new story of his 
will appear in the Winter issue of%&)#'C,+,>"-+. 
Brian  Bort’s  8,-   D=">:C-% E*+,  was  recently 
released. 
Cristina  Garcia’s  book  for  middle‐graders  9%
.>::>% (-% F#'"% D,#-(#G  came  in  July  from 
Simon & Schuster. 
Izabela  Filipiak  delivered  a  lecture  “Creative 
Writing  as  a  Peace  Project”  in  Literatur  Huset, 
Oslo, May 2008. She had a book reading in Rome 
on  May  18th,  and  another  one  at  the 
International Poetry Festival in Naples.  
Micheline  Aharonian  Marcom’s  fourth  novel, 
8,-%<*""#"%*:%=,-%.-)), is going to be released on 
Sept 22nd by Dalkey Archive.  
Journalism  Principles  Instructor  Meredith  May 
spoke about her sex trafficking series in the San 
Francisco Chronicle,  "Diary of  a  Sex  Slave,"  at  a 
convention  for  journalists  in  Seattle  on  Sept.  9 
hosted by the National Sexual Violence Resource 
Center  and  the  Poynter  Institute.  Her  four‐part 
series,  which  ran  in  2006,  told  the  story  of  a 
woman  from  Korea  who  was  tricked  and  sold 
into  sexual  slavery  in  a  San  Francisco  massage 
parlor.  The  series  won  numerous  awards, 
including  the  2007  Society  of  Professional 
Journalists'  Explanatory  Journalism  Award.  The 
subject  of  her  story,  You‐Mi  Kim,  was  given  a 
special  visa  for  trafficking  victims  and  is  now 
living freely in San Francisco.  
Cornelia  Nixon  has  a  story,  "Beach  Bunnies," 
forthcoming  in  the  spring  issue  of  The  Iowa 
Review  and  her  recently  completed  novel 
manuscript,  H>""-=+;*))-1%will  be  released  by 
Counterpoint  in  Fall  2009.  On  November  13th 
from  5‐6,  she  will  read  at  UC  Berkeley  in  their 
Story Hour Series.  
Leah  Lakshmi  Piepzna‐Samarasinha  performed 
in  multiple  events  at  the  National  Queer  Arts 
Festival  2008,  most  notably,  the  SF  premier  of 

 her  one  woman  show,  Grown  Woman  Show. 
Grown Woman Show had a sold‐out two‐day run 
and will be produced at SomArts in May of 2009 
by  the  Asian  Pacific  Islander  Cultural  Center. 
Upcoming  gigs  include  touring  the  west  and 
Southwest   in  October  as  part  of Mangos With 
Chili,  the  annual  touring  cabaret  of  queer  and 
trans  of  color  performing  artists  she  co‐
produces,  and performing at  the APAture Asian 
Pacific Islander arts festival  in San Francisco this 
September.  She  is  a  2008‐9  Poetry  for  the 
People  Student  Teacher  Poet, making  a  lifelong 
dream come true.  
Stephen Ratcliffe will be reading at Canessa Park 
on  Saturday  October  18  (8pm)  ‐‐  the  series  is 
curated  by  Erica  Lewis,  a  recent 
MFA  poetry grad.  
Kathryn Reiss’  new mystery, 8,-%8>:C)-@%.-(, 
to be published by American Girl in March 2009. 
 More good news was that they've offered her a 
contract to write another mystery to come out in 
the spring of 2010.  
Juliana Spahr had poetry  in the anthology State 
of  the  Union:  50  Political  Poems  (Wave  Books 
2008).  An  essay  she  cowrote with  Jena Osman, 
“[(R)ed. Est. Chain]” was translated into Swedish 
and published in /OEI /37 & 38 (2008). 137‐189. 
She  attended  the  conference  Positions,  
organized  by  the  Kootenay  School  of  Writing 
where she gave a talk on the panel "Alpha Bets: 
Language Gambles on Land" and also presented 
new  work.  She  did  an  interview  with  Jefferson 
Hanson  for  "Experimental  Poetry  and 
Fiction."  She  gave  a  talk  on  "the  90s"  at  the 
Center  for  Cultural  Study  at  UC  Santa  Cruz.  A 
version  of  this  article  will  appear  shortly  in 
boundary 2.  Chain  Links,  the  series  is  edited by 
Spahr  and  Jena  Osman  of  Temple  U, 
published  Intersection,  which  was  edited  by 
Mills MFAs Marci Nelligan and Nicole Mauro. 
"Numbers Trouble," an essay that Spahr cowrote 
with Stephanie Young, was featured in the latest 
issue  of  <+ .  magazine  in  an  article  called 
"Count, Count, Revolution!" by Jessica Stites.  
Truong  Tran’s  fifth  book  of  poetry,  !#'"% )-==-"%
I#"@+, is now out from Apogee. 
Stephanie  Young’s &*J='"-% &>)>J-  was  released 
in  August  by  ingirumimusnocteetcomsum‐ 
imurigni.  She’ll  be  reading  around  the  Bay  this 
fall, and there will be a release party for her and 
Kevin Killian on Dec. 14 at 21 Grand in Oakland. 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Undergraduate Focus 
 

Carmen  Aiken  and  Finegan 
Ferreboeuf are the co‐editors of the 
2008‐2009 Walrus, the Mills College 
undergraduate  literary  magazine. 
Carmen  Aiken  is  originally  from 
Chicago  and  is  finishing  her  final 
year  at Mills,  as  an  English with  an 
emphasis  in  creative writing major. 
Although  the Walrus  office  is  a  bit 
cramped,  she's excited  to  finally be 
able  to hone her  InDesign skills  she 
recieved  as  a  terrible  newspaper 
editor  in  high  school.  Finegan 
Ferreboeuf  transferred  to  Mills 
College as a junior from NYU. She is 
currently  a  senior  majoring  in 
creative  writing,  and  more 
specifically poetry. She  is extremely 
excited  about  the Walrus  this  year 
and  looks  forward  to  diversifying 
the  submission  pool  as  well  as 
expanding  the  journal's  distribution 
and  readers.  Both  Finegan  and 
Carmen  want  to  represent  the 
larger  community  this  year  in  The 
Walrus  by  circulating  and  showing 
more  than  just  the  writing  that 
happens  on  campus.  We  are 
honored  to  work  with  your  words 
this year and hope that our finished 
product will do them justice.  

New Space, New Program for Book Art  

From Kathy Walkup 

 

The Book Art Program has been in for some big changes 

this year. First, the full faculty approved the MFA in 

Book Art & Creative Writing, an exciting new venture 

that brings together Book Art and English in an 

innovative degree that is the first of its kind in the 

country. Students will apply in both creative writing and 

book art, and will complete a two-year program, plus a 

non-resident semester, that will result in both a creative 

writing thesis and a book art exhibition. Details of the 

program are available on the Mills website under 

English graduate programs; we are especially eager to 

have current Mills undergraduates and alumnae apply. 

 

To accommodate the new program as well as to relieve 

the severe overcrowding of the book art studios, we 

completed the move to our new home in CPM in August 

(in August, 2007, the book bindery was moved from 

Carnegie to CPM.) The program facilities now include 

an undergraduate letterpress studio, a separate room for 

the cutters (nicknamed The Cuttery by Mills architect 

Brian Harrington, who helped plan the new space), a 

darkroom, a dedicated graduate studio, and a seminar 

room. The next phase of building will create a computer 

lab in the current bindery. The program is still seeking 

space for a gallery, and would like to add printmaking 

and papermaking studios. 

 

The Book Art Program will host a community open 

house in CPM on Tuesday, October 14th, from 4:30-

5:15, prior to the special presentation by Combat 

Paper/Warrior Writers. Please come by to tour our 

studios and have some tea and cookies. 

 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     

    Mills College 

Class ic  Fi lms  ClubClass ic  Fi lms  Club   

  

  
¥ The newly formed club will meet once a month on Monday at 

6 p.m. in The Graduate Lounge.   

¥ Club members are expected to have watched the film in 

advance, downloaded from NetFlix or another source.  

¥ For the first meeting on October 6, we have chosen Mira 

Nair’s Monsoon Wedding.  All subsequent films will be 

chosen by those attending. 

¥ You are invited to join by sending email to the list.  All 

subsequent announcements will be sent only to the list.        

<csingh@mills.edu> 

Trivia  

What distinction did the writer 
of this poem hold? 

 
Email your answer to 

dhorton@mills.edu to win a 
snazzy prize 

To My Despoiler 
 
Yes, you have taken everything from me: 
Beauty and love and all the measureless 
Impatience of proud April; even our sea 
Shouting under the gulls; all loveliness 
Of form and sound and colour; all that we 
Had touched; the curve of things we used to 
press 
Glowing against our senses; mystery 
And movement. . . everything taken. . . taken. . . 
Yes, 
Even the little brave irrelevancies 
Like brooding water, dripping water-cress, 
The cool dark noise of cropping; cruising bees 
On hot gold expeditions--even these 
You took from me--Oh spare me your caress, 
Leave me at least my own stark loneliness!  


